Ceklemfusa - Rakkont

Darba wahda kien hemm tfajla helwa. Kienet fqira hafna u ommha u missierha kienu
ilhom hafna mejtin. 1zda qabel miet, missierha kien taha tliet affarijiet imsahhra:
qastna, gewza u lewza. Kien ghallimha tghidilhom il-kliem tas-seher biex meta
jkollha bzonnhom, issibhom. It-tfajla kienet tibza’ hafna ghalihom hafna u kienet
izzommhom go borza dejjem marbuta ma’ qaddha.

Billi kienet fgira Ceklemfusa kellha biss libsa wahda li qatt ma kienet tkun
tista’ tahsilha. U meta n-nies kienu jarawha dagshekk imgattgha u mahmuga kienu
laggmuha Ceklemfusa. U erhilhom jghajruha: “Ceklemfusa ... uff xi qrusa!”

Darba wahda Ceklemfusa tant kienet imdejqa li marret thabbat il-bieb tas-
sultan u talbithom izommuha seftura maghhom. Imma malli dak 1i gie jiftah il-bieb
gharaf min kienet, kien pront sabbtilha I-bieb f’wi¢cha u galilha:

“Fittex itlaq lil hemm. Ceklemfusa ... uffxi qrusa!”

Ceklemfusa nxtehtet fuq l-ghatba tal-palazz u nfexxet tibki u tolfoq kemm
tiflah. Malli I-prin¢ep sema’ dak il-biki u I-ilfig, ried ikun jaf x’gara.

“Morru gibuha quddiemi!” galilhom il-princep.

Imma malli |-prinéep sar jaf li kienet Ceklemfusa, beda wkoll jiddiehek biha u
jinsultaha.

“Eh mela inti Ceklemfusa, dik li n-nies dejjem isemmu u jiddiehku biha,”
galilha. “Tajjeb, tajjeb, mela ibqa’ hawn. Imma mur inheba fil-kantina u qis i
kuljum tnaddafli z-zarbun u ggibhuli jleqq u nadif tazza. Issa fittex mur minn
quddiemi ja Ceklemfusa ... uff xi qrusa!”

Ceklemfusa issa kienet drat tisma’ lil kulhadd jghajjarha. Tal-angas, fil-kantina
tal-palazz kellha post fejn torqod u xi haga shuna x’tiekol. Bdiet tahdem kemm tiflah,
tfarfar, tiknes u tahsel l-art. Imma l-qaddejja tal-palazz, il-princep u ommu xorta
wahda kienu dejjem joffenduha u jinsultawha.

Darba wahda 1-princ¢ep qalilha:

“lllum qis li z-zarbun tnaddafhuli ahjar mis-Soltu ghax illejla rrid immur ghal
ballu kbir!”

“Hudni mieghek. Hudni mieghek,” bdiet tghidlu Ceklemfusa.

ll-prin¢ep infexx jidhak biha u meta ra li baqghet tiffittah tilef sabru. Qabad
hobza kbira li sab quddiemu u xehithielha ghal rasha.

Iz-zarbun naddfithulu u llustrathulu kif xtag hu. Izda meta sar il-hin ghall-ballu,
Ceklemfusa nizlet fil-kantina, inhaslet hasla sewwa, imbaghad harget il-gastna mill-
borza u qaltilha:

“Qastna, qastna sahharija!
Isa, infetah issa ghalija,
Tini I-libsa tas-smewwiet
Kollha mzejna bil-kewkbiet
U tibdilha b°gawhar fin,



Karozzella b Zewgt izwiemel kbar hajjin,
B’kuccier ghaqli u zaghzugh
lli jsugha dags vapur b 'mijiet ta’ qlugh!”

F’daqqa wahda 1-gastna msahhra nfethet u minnha hareg dak kollu 1i kienet
talbitha Ceklemfusa: libsa lewn is-sema bil-gamar u I-kwiekeb mimlja deheb u tizjin,
kullana tad-deheb, portmoni mimli flus, zarbun tal-fidda u karozzella biz-zwiemel u
I-kuéeier. Ceklemfusa rikbet go fiha u telget lejn il-ballu.

Hekk kif dahet fis-sala, il-princep skanta jhares lejha. Qatt ma kien raha tfajla
helwa bhal dik.

“Din hija t-tfajla ta’ hajti,” qal bejnu u bejn ruhu. “Dik li ili tant nistenna!”

Talabha biex tizfen mieghu u qattghu I-lejl kollu jizfnu flimkien. Imma
"daqqa wahda Ceklemfusa qaltlu:

“Se jkolli nhallik! Issa sarli I-hin.”

“Le thallinix,” talabha I-princep, “ibga’ hawn ftit iehor mieghi!”

U meta ra li dik it-tfajla bagghet tinsisti li titlag, il-princep hareg ¢urkett mill-
but u galilha:

“Ha, zomm dan i¢-Curkett bhala tifkira tieghi. Dan ghaziz hafna ghalija. Kien
tahuli missieri!”

“Grazzi minn qalbi,” wegbitu Ceklemfusa, “imma issa sarli 1-hin!”

“Tal-anqas ghidli minn fejn inti,” talabha I-princep.

“Jiena, jiena minn Art il-Hobza,” wegbitu.

U b’dal-kelmiet Ceklemfusa telqet tigri 1 barra.

Minnufih, il-princep gabbad lill-qaddejja tieghu biex imorru warajha halli
jaraw fejn kienet toqghod. Izda I-kucéier ta’ Ceklemfusa beda jsug b’kemm sahha
kellu u meta Ceklemfusa rat li I-gaddejja kienu ghoddhom lahquha fethet il-portmoni
u bdiet tixhtilhom il-flus kollha li kellha 1l-gaddejja gatt ma kienu raw dagshekk flus.
Wagqfu jigbruhom u hallew il-karozzella sejra bil-kwiet fi trigitha.Meta Ceklemfusa
waslet lura l-palazz, poggiet kollox lura fil-qastna u regghet libset il-hwejjeg
mahmugin ta’ seftura. Imma ¢-Curkett li taha l-princep hadet hsiebu sewwa.
Refghetu f°dik il-borza li kienet izzomm imdendla ma’ qaddha.

[l-princ¢ep tghidx kemm irrabja maghhom meta l-qaddejja galulu li ma rnexxilhomx
jilhqu I-karozzella ta’ dik it-tfajla helwa.

L-ghada filghodu, il-princep rega’ mar ifittex lil Ceklemfusa fil-kantina.

“Illejyla rrid nerga’ mmur ghall-ballu,” qalilha, “Ara qis i z-zarbun
tbaddafuhli ahjar mill-bierah. Irridu jleqq u jiddi!”

“Hudni mieghek. Hudni mieghek,” regghet bdiet tghidlu Ceklemfusa u 1-
princep rega’ nfexx jidhak biha u jwaqqaghha ghac-cajt, u meta ra li baqghet tiffittah
hataf sikkina kbira 1i sab quddiemu u xehithielha ghal rasha.

Meta sar il-hin ghall-ballu, Ceklemfusa nizlet fil-kantina, inhaslet, harget il-
gewza mill-borza u qaltilha:

“Gewza, gewza sahharija!
Isa, nfetah issa ghalija,



Tini I-libsa bil-mewgiet

U bil-banhar u I-hutiet

U tibdila b ’gawhar fin,

Karozzella b Zewgt izwiemel kbar hajjin,
B’kuccier ghaqli u zaghzugh

Ili jsugha dags vapur b 'mijiet ta’ qlugh!”

U l-istess bhalma kien gara 1-lejl ta’ qabel, minn gol-gewza hareg dak kollu li
xtaget Ceklemfusa; u fug kollox, libsa lewn il-bahar kahlani, kollha, mewg, hut,
hlejjaq tal-bahar u mzejna b’kull xorta ta’ hagar prezzjuz u deheb fin. U gol-
Karozzela msahhra, biz-zwiemel jigru aktar mir-rih, Ceklemfusa telget lejn is-sala tal-
ballu.

ll-prin¢ep ried itir bil-ferh meta rega’ lemah lit-tfajla ta’ qalbu diehla fis-sala.
Tar ghal fugha, ghannagha mieghu u regghu qattghu 1-lejl kollu jizfnu flimkien. Izda
meta I-ballu wasal fi tmiemu Ceklemfusa regghet qaltlu:

“Issa sarli 1-hin. Se jkolli nhallik!”

“Le le thallinix,” rega’ talabha I-princep, “ibqa’ hawn ftit ichor mieghi!”

Imma Ceklemfusa ma riditx taf.

“Ha, zomm dan id-djamant!” qalilha 1-princep. “Hudu bhala tifkira tieghi.
Imma tal-anqas ghidli fejn toqghod. Ghidli mnejn int!”

“Jiena minn Art is-Sikkina,” wegbitu. U harbet tigri ’1 barra.

ll-princep rega’ baghat lill-qaddejja tieghu jsegwuha, imma meta Ceklemfusa
rat li kienu ghoddhom lahquha, kienet pronta xehtitilhom salt tabakk f’ghajnejhom u
ma setghux jarawha. Malli waslet lura |-palazz, Ceklemfusa ghamlet I-istess bhal-lejl
ta’ gabel, u d-djamant li taha I-princep poggietu fil-borza hdejn i¢-curkett.

L-ghada filghodu, il-prin¢ep rega’ mar jaghti z-zarbun lil Ceklemfusa biex
tnaddafhulu tindifa sewwa u meta din regghet bdiet tokroblu biex johodha mieghu
ghall-ballu, il-princ¢ep rega’ tilef sabru u waddbilha z-Zarbuna ghal rasha.

Dakinhar filghaxija, ftit wara li I-prinéep telaq ghall-ballu, Ceklemfusa regghet
inhaslet, harget il-lewza mill-borza u qaltilha:

“Lewza, lewza sahharija!

Isa, nfetah issa ghalija,

Tini I-libsa bil-wardiet

U bil-Adura tal-werqiet

U tibdila b ’gawhar fin,

Karozzella b Zewgt izwiemel kbar hajjin,
B’kuccier ghaqli u zaghzugh

Ili jsugha dags vapur b 'mijiet ta’ qlugh!”

Bla ma tilfet Zmien xejn, libset il-libsa msahhra, rikbet fil-karozzella u telget.
Dik il-lejla, il-princep mhux biss zifen maghha bhall-iljieli ta’ gabel, imma meta gew
biex jinfirdu galilha:



“Ghadek ma ntbahtx kemm inhobbok. Jagaw inti ma thobbnix. Jiena mignun
warajk. Ha, zomm dan i¢-¢curkett!”

U fil-pront libbisha ¢urkett bil-wisq isbah minn dak li kien taha fl-ewwel lejl.
U meta rega’ talabha tghidlu fejn kienet togghod u minn liema pajjiz kienet,
Ceklemfusa kienet pronta wegbitu:

“Minn Art iz-Zarbuna!”

U telqet.

Meta I-qaddejja regghu galuli li ma kienx irnexxielnom jilhquha, il-princep
hass dwejjaq kbar. Inxtehet fis-sodda u ma ried jara lil hadd. Lanqgas ried imiss ikel
ma’ xofftejh. Ommu bdiet tinkwieta bil-kbir,

“Imma I-ghaliex qed taghmel hekk, ibni?”” bdiet tghidlu.

“Iva, jekk ma nergax nara lil dik it-tfajla ta’ qalbi, ma rrid naf b’hadd,” qalilha.

“Qum minn hemm u ¢jja kul xi haga,” regghet galtlu.

“Le, ma rrid niekol xejn!”

Ommu kienet taf li l-aktar haga li kien ihobb binha kienu I-buskuttini helwin u
ghalhekk galtlu;

“Jekk naghmillek il-buskuttini tikolhom?”

“Iva, dawk nikolhom,” wegibha, “basta taghmilhomli inti!”

Ommu hadet ir-ruh. Minnufih nizlet bil-k¢ina u bdiet taghgen 1-ghagina biex
taghmillu I-biskuttini li tant kien ihobb. Ceklemfusa kienet taf b’kollox. Malli r-
regina warrbet ftit mill-k¢ina, kienet pronta hadet tliet bicciet ghagina, ghamlithom
biskuttini u go wiehed minnhom poggiet l-ewwel curkett 1i kien taha, gol-iehor
poggiet id-djamant u gol-ichor gieghdet i¢-curkett is-sabih nett. Meta kollox kien
lest, Ceklemfusa resget fuq ir-regina u qaltilha:

“Tridx immur nohodhomlok ghand tal-forn!”

“Iva, mur,” wegbitha r-regina, “imma l-ewwel mur ahsel idejk sewwa, u ara
ma tghid lil hadd li mort bihom il-forn, ghax b’rasek idur!”

Ceklemfusa gabdet il-pjan¢a bil-biskuttuni u telget biha lejn il-forn. Izda I-
buskuttini taghha warrbithom ghalihom. Meta waslet, lill-furnara galtilha:

“Ara.. dawn il-biskuttini kollha baskathom u ahraghom sewwa, imma dawn it-
tlieta gis 1i tahmihom sewwa kif suppost!”

“Mela ibga’ hawn stenniechom,” wegbitha |-furnara, “biex tara li kollox jigi kif
tixtieq!”

U hekk sar. 1l-biskuttini tar-regina harqithom u gew ibsin gebla, waqt li t-tlieta
taghha baqghu sbieh.

“Ara x’bi¢¢a ghamlitilna I-furnara!” qalet Ceklemfusa lir-regina. “Ara kif
hargithomlIna kollha!”

Tistghu tahsbu r-regina kemm irrabjat.

“Imnalla hawn dawn it-tlieta li ma nharqux,” galtilha. “Tal-angas lill-princep
nista’ naghtih dawn. Issa se jkolli nerga’ naghginlu ohrajn godda.”

U telget tigri bit-tliet biskuttini s-sbieh lejn il-kamra ta’ binha. Il-princ¢ep tghidx
kemm ferah b’dawk il-biskuttini. 1zda malli gasamhom u go fihom beda jsib ir-rigali
li huwa Kkien ta lit-tfajla ta’ qalbu, baga’ bhal miblugh.



“Fittex ghidli min ghamilhom dawn il-biskuttini,” beda jghid il-prin¢ep lil
ommu.

“Jien ibni! Min tridu jaghmilhomlok!”

“Mhux tassew!” qalilhom irrabjat. U minnufih urieha r-rigali 1i kien sab go
fihom.

Ceklemfusa kienet taf sewwa x’kien gej ghaliha. Fittxet marret tinhasel, hadet
il-gastna mill-borza u libset dik il-libsa s-sabiha minn lewn is-smewwiet.

Ir-regina sa fl-ahhar kellha tistqarrlu li kienet baghtet lil Ceklemfusa tiehu 1-
biskuttini |-forn.

“Morru  fittxu gibu lil Ceklemfusa quddiemi!” galilhom il-prinéep.
Ceklemfusa ma damitx ma tfa¢éat quddiem il-prinéep. Imma issa ma kinetx ghadha
mahmuga u bi Ibiesha mqatta’. Dehret quddiemu bil-libsa tal-ballu.

ll-princep u ommu fehmu kollox u tghidx kemm iddispjaciehom i lil
Ceklemfusa kienu ttrattawha dagshekk hazin. Talbuha tahfrilhom u weghduha i
jibqghu jhobbuha ghal dejjem. Minnufih bdew ihejju ghat-tieg, u hekk, bis-sahha tar-
rigali msahhra li kien taha missierha, minn tifla fqira u mwarrba minn kulhadd,
Ceklemfusa sabet ruhha prin¢ipessa.




